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Editorial
In this first issue, a role of intellectuals
Le premier nume´ro met en relief le
roˆle des intellectuels
The marked changes in disability concepts (from individual or medical models to social
models), and policies (from institutionalization to deinstitutionalization and normalization, and
then to civil rights and autonomy) have occurred during a 40-year period of intense social and
economic changes in Europe and the world. In such periods of rapid change, intellectuals have an
important responsibility to build new frameworks that can guide the development of structures and
programs appropriate to changing situations. This first issue of our journal highlights four types
of intellectual contributions, at the cultural, individual, social/institutional and national levels,
respectively. Stiker extracts new meaning from visual representations of disability in cinema and
visual arts. Jahiel proposes a new analytical framework to study modulation of situations of disa-
bility by proximal and distal influences. Sicot describes the changes in philosophy and structure
of services for troubled youth and he proposes a new framework to analyze and eventually recons-
truct the social systems that deal with them. Priestley presents a framework to analyze European
disability policies in the context of changing concepts of disability, national constraints and the
United Nation convention of 2007 as a catalyst for global change.
Yet, theory alone cannot sustain a field of studies. Articles based on data retrieval and analysis
using qualitative and quantitative approaches, policy analyzes and evaluations, and differing pers-
pectives including not only those of researchers, but also of providers and of people in situations
of disability, will constitute the major part of articles in subsequent issues.
ALTER aims to have a significant presence through its research papers in the evolution of
disability in all its aspects in Europe. It will strive to have a rapid publication of papers of high
scientific quality in the diverse disciplines that have an impact on disability; and, it invites papers
from all European nations as well as those of other countries.
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